Of all illnesses that affect mankind, perhaps those that give most trouble to the practitioner of medicine are affections of the ;prima via. This arises partly from the defective teaching in our medical schools, where the student is introduced to illnesses of every description?usually in their later stages?in which the sufferer has become a nuisance to the family practitioner on account of persistent complaints of symptoms which he does not understand, and is sent into hospital after all the known remedies have been tried in a haphazard way, when the practitioner recognises that the full investigation of the case is going to take longer than he has time to spend on it. The consequence is that the student, unless he be a constant attender at the outdoor department of the hospital, where the cases are seen in We have not been able to lay a finger on a particular factor and say " that is the cause," but are of the opinion that no particular factor alone produces this condition, but a combination of most or of all; and, hence, in each particular case we are investigating it is essential to make a thorough search for all the factors present, and so far as lies in our power to take them into consideration when treating a case of gastric ulcer. {To be continued.)
